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Executive Summary

How 34 markets respond

People feel global pressure: 86% rate today's social,
environmental, and economic challenges as the worst crisis
humanity has ever faced — up vs 2012, stable since 2024.

Many people question starting families: 43% are
reconsidering whether to have children because of the
climate crisis, up since 2022 and stable since 2024.

Hope for technology and Al are high but becoming
complicated: 59% believe technology will solve climate
change — down from 65% in 2023 in 13 markets tracked over
time. Meanwhile, Al is seen as positive for most shifts, except
misinformation, privacy, and jobs.

Companies are key, but exact role questioned: 79%
believe companies are essential for solving global crises,
down from 85% in 2023. Now only 48% of people globally
feel that companies are honest about social and
environmental performance, down from 57% in 2023 in 18
tracked markets.

Regulation is widely supported: 72% in 18 tracked markets
globally support regulation of companies to go beyond
economic roles and work to make a better society — a near-
historic high.
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What this can mean

Many feel locked in a “permacrisis,” unsure how to respond. Concern
on specific issues is dropping. It can be too exhausting to stay highly
concerned about many issues where progress is slow.

People do not make all decisions with a climate lens. But the fact that
many people are reconsidering one of the most fundamental parts of
society shows how this influences wider uncertainties.

Technology can feel like a solution that requires less individual
compromise. But this faith is being tested. Al can fix many issues, but
driving misinformation damages trust in politics and business, making
shared solutions harder. This becomes a priority to address.

Spreading information and misinformation is already affecting trust in
companies, with 10-15% drops over two years in the USA, Germany,
Kenya, South Korea, and many more.

When problems feel large, technology becomes uncertain and trust is
questioned, regulation to change the system becomes a stronger
priority. The next question is how to ensure the regulation builds both
impact and faith in the system.



Methodology Summary

* Representative online
samples of approximately
1,000 adults in each of 34
markets (500 each in Hong
Kong, Kenya, Nigeria, and
Singapore, and 1,500 in
China and USA) (n=33,110).

Samples are representative
of online population,
weighted to reflect general
population census data.

Online surveying in July and
August 2026.
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Belief Current
Challenges Biggest
Crisis Humanity
Has Ever Faced



A large majority see today’s social, environmental, and economic challenges as the
biggest crisis humanity has ever faced, with conviction strongest in Africa / Middle East

Belief Current Challenges Biggest Crisis Humanity Has Ever Faced
Average of 34 Markets and by Region, 2026

B Strongly agree B Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree B Strongly disagree

Africa / Middle East

Latin America 39 48 10

North America 37 45 15 E
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Across 15 tracked markets, 86 percent now see today’s challenges as the biggest crisis
humanity has ever faced, up from 75 percent in 2012 and steady since 2024

Belief Current Challenges Biggest Crisis Humanity Has Ever Faced
Average of 15 Markets,* 2012-2026
B Strongly agree B Somewhat agree Somewhatdisagree W Strongly disagree

2026 11

2024 11

2012

-
~

*Includes Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Spain, Tirkiye, UK, and USA. Not asked in
all markets in all years. Before 2019 this question was asked using an in-person and telephone methodology. In 2012, respondents were able to
answer "don’t know;"” 2012 results have been recalculated excluding these responses.
disagree. - The social, environmental, and economic challenges currently facing the world represent a bigger crisis than the human Gslggg 7‘4 % %L%?ﬁmémuw
race has ever faced before. ™
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Agreement that we are facing unprecedented challenges is near-universal across most
markets, with lowest agreement seen in Northern Europe

Belief Current Challenges Biggest Crisis Humanity Has Ever Faced

“Strongly” and "Somewhat Agree,” by Market, 2026

Africa / Middle East Asia-Pacific Europe Latin America North America
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Perceived
Seriousness And
Personal Impact of
Global Problems



9

War and conflict top global .
o War and conflict

concerns, but water pollution Corruption

and climate are also top of mind Water pollution

Climate change

. . Extreme poverty
Perceived Seriousness of Natural resource depletion
Global Problems Human rights abuses

" . " Hunger and malnutrition
Very Serious,” Average of 34 Markets, Toxic chemicals

2026 Air pollution

Water shortages
Biodiversity loss

Spread of diseases
Deforestation

Data security and privacy
Unemployment

Mental health

Plastic waste

Income inequality
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Global economy 43
Discrimination 40
Microplastics 41
Unfair treatment of workers 40
Lifestyle diseases 40
Environmental issues Gender inequality 39
Social and political division 39
Socio-economic issues R e ——
Overconsumption [N 21
T1. For each of the following possible global problems, please indicate if you see it as a very serious, somewhat serious, not very Gslggg 7‘4 %% R asiLiTy
serious or not at all serious problem. N stmute
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Concern about environmental issues remains strong, but continues
to trend slightly downward

Perceived Seriousness of Global Problems
“Very Serious,” Average of 16 Markets,* 2003-2026

80
=—Water pollution
70 - Depletion of natural resources
Climate change
= —Shortages of fresh water
60 ‘\ 59 == Air pollution
58
=L oss of biodiversity
56
53 Single-use plastic
50 52
48
*Includes Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
40 Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Mexico,
o 6 6 A > O S N D o o A 5 O N A D N Nigeria, Spain, Turkiye, UK, and USA. Not asked in all
7P TP O F F AT N QY QY QY markets in all years. Before 2019 this question was
S N S N A A N N R A A A A O RPAS DA S RPN Q" QY QD QY QN QY QO O
S L A e e asked using an in-person and telephone
methodology.
T1. For each of the following possible global problems, please indicate if you see it as a very serious, somewhat serious, not Globe v/ MERM Y\
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Concern about extreme poverty eased slightly in 2026, but war and conflict
remains by far the most serious issue for people worldwide

Perceived Seriousness of Social Problems
“Very Serious,” Top Issues, Average of 16 Markets,* 2003-2026

80
= \War/conflict
70
\/\ —=Extreme poverty
66 ]
== Human rights abuses
60 .. . . . -
— 59 Discrimination against minorities
N 56
——Unequal treatment of women
50 . - -
Social/political division
40
*Includes Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
30 Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria,
Spain, Turkiye, UK, and USA. Not asked in all markets in
M o Q N\ » o Q QN v ©
,LQS) q/QQ ,LQQ%,LQQ q/QQ ,LQQ%,LQQO),LQ\ ’LQ\ q/Q\q/q/Q\%,LQ\ ,]/Q'\(/),LQ\ ,LQ'\ ,LQ\O) ,I/Qq’ q,@/ ,LQQ:}/,LQ’]?) v Q’ioq/@/ all years. Before 2019 this question was asked using an
in-person and telephone methodology.
11 T1. For each of the following possible global problems, please indicate if you see it as a very serious, somewhat serious, not very Gslgtb:lg 7}4 %ﬁ% NeTRoTRHTY ;7\/?3 AN
serious, or not at all serious problem.
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Concern about economic problems remains relatively low and steady in 2026,
with worries about economic inequality continuing to trend down slightly

Perceived Seriousness of Economic Problems
“Very Serious,” Top Issues, Average of 16 Markets,* 2003-2026
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T1. For each of the following possible global problems, please indicate if you see it as a very serious, somewhat serious, not very
serious, or not at all serious problem.

=——@Gap between rich and poor

Unemployment

State of global economy

*Includes Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Mexico,
Nigeria, Spain, Turkiye, UK, and USA. Not asked in all
markets in all years. Before 2019 this question was
asked using an in-person and telephone
methodology.
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War and conflict and corruption dominate concerns in every region, but water pollution
is also a top issue in most regions

Perceived Seriousness of Global Problems
“Very Serious,” Top Issues, by Region, 2026

Corruption (71%) War and conflict (52%) War and conflict (74%) Corruption (83%) War and conflict (65%)
o]

War and conflict (68%) Climate change (50%) Corruption (56%) Water pollution (80%)

Extreme poverty;

Human rights abuses Corruption (57% each)

(66%) Corruption (46%) Water pollution (55%)  War and conflict (77%)
(]
. . . Natural resource Hunger and
9 Air pollution; Water

Water pollution (65%) ppollution' Natural resource depletion (76%) malnutrition (56%)

Unemployment; Toxic Data security and r::rl:tel:::,t?o: :Isnllg"/e re?:::)

chemicals (6 40/' each) privacy (41% each) ° Extreme poverty (75%) Mental health (54%)

(]
13 T1. For each of the following possible global problems, please indicate if you see it as a very serious, somewhat serious, not very Glggﬁ 7}_/_ % R AsiLTY J;XBLA NS
serious or not at all serious problem. INSTITUTE #
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Water pollution is the top environmental concern in every region except Asia-Pacific,
where climate change leads; Latin America is generally most concerned, Asia-Pacific least

Perceived Seriousness of Global Environmental Problems
“Very Serious,” Top Environmental Issues, by Region, 2026

Water pollution (65%) Climate change (50%) Water pollution (55%) Water pollution (80%) Water pollution (52%)

Natural resource
depletion (76%)

Natural resource

Toxic chemicals (64%) depletion (54%)
(]

Toxic chemicals (51%)
Water pollution; Air

pollution (41% each) Natural resource

Water shortages (61%)

Air pollution (60%)

Natural resource
depletion (40%)

Water shortages (53%)
Climate change;
Air pollution (72% each)
Climate change (51%)

depletion (49%)

Climate change;
Biodiversity loss (48%

Natural resource . . .. . each)
. Toxic chemicals (39% Biodiversity loss (51% Biodiversity loss (72%
depletion (58%) i) y (51%) y (72%)
T1. For each of the following possible global problems, please indicate if you see it as a very serious, somewhat serious, not very serious Globe v/ % ERM ity y\
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Cost of living hits people hardest at a personal level, but four in ten also
feel greatly affected by climate change and air pollution

Extent Personally Affected by Economic and Environmental Challenges
Average of 34 Markets, 2026

M Greatly B Moderately A little B Not at all

Increased cost of living

= ‘
©

-
w
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Climate change
Air pollution 20
Single-use plastic waste 23

Water pollution 23

. 1
—

Shortages of fresh water

15 T2. How much are you personally affected by each of the following? Glggﬁ 7‘4 ‘ %% wsmroTe Y OLA NS




Do Not Want to
Have Children
Because of
Climate Change



More than four in ten say climate change would make them reluctant to start a family,
peaking in Asia-Pacific and lowest in Europe

Do Not Want to Have Children Because of Climate Change
Average of 34 Markets and by Region, 2026

B Strongly agree M Somewhatagree ™ Somewhat disagree = M Strongly disagree

Latin America 17 26 30
North America 16 28 28

Africa/ Middle East

Europe
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T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly
disagree. -1 don't want to have children, or if | could, | would not want to have children, because of the effects of climate change.



After rising between 2022 and 2024, unwillingness to have children because of climate
change has remained high

Unwillingness to Have Children Because of Climate Change
Average of 31 Markets,* 2022-2026

B Strongly agree B Somewhat agree

m Somewhat disagree B Strongly disagree
2026 16 27 28
2024 17 26 31

2022

*Chile, Poland, UAE, and Ukraine were not included in this analysis as these markets were not surveyed in 2022 and 2024.

T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Gslggﬁ 7}4
disagree. - | don't want to have children, or if | could, | would not want to have children, because of the effects of climate change.
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Majorities in several Asian markets surveyed say climate change would make them
reluctant to start families

Do Not Want to Have Children Because of Climate Change

“Strongly” and "Somewhat Agree,” by Market, 2022-2026
2022 W2024  W2026

Africa / Middle East Asia-Pacific
63 61 61 6062 61 59
55 57
5250 5352 49 434548 4449 2
37374 40 ..3536 3840
' . ZSH il l l 25 -
NANA .
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s 0 d X Q\J n N NS e e Qo0 a0 W C N So\),&\(\ W N| et = (\939 yo? P\\)S‘ \ a0 ot
Europe Latin America North America
4847 47 48
2041%° 3943 ._4040 133636 3840, 374 44 4442 45 74545 424244 414242
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T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Gslogﬁ 7‘4 'S F&?ﬁm@sluw t\?mw NS

disagree. - | don't want to have children, or if | could, | would not want to have children, because of the effects of climate change.
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Belief that New
Technology Will
Solve the Problem
of Climate Change
& Al Impacts



Six in ten think new technology alone can solve climate change, a view far more
common in Africa and the Middle East than in Europe or North America

Belief that New Technology Will Solve the Problem of Climate Change
Average of 34 Markets and by Region, 2026

B Strongly agree M Somewhatagree ™ Somewhat disagree M Strongly disagree

Africa / Middle East 28 43 7

I

Asia-Pacific 22 48

Latin America 17 38 15

North America

Europe 11 36 17
T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Globe 1/ . ERM =3 7
21 disagree. - New technology will solve the problem of climate change, requiring only minor changes in human thinking and individual Scana—  Nstore ’,}"’,\/OLA NS
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22

Belief that technology alone will solve climate change has slipped back
from its 2023 peak, though it remains well above its mid-2000s level

New Technology Will Solve the Problem of Climate Change
“Strongly” and “Somewhat Agree,” Average of 13 Markets,* 2004-2026
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T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly

disagree. - New technology will solve the problem of climate change, requiring only minor changes in human thinking and individual
behavior.

*Includes Brazil, Canada, China, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria,
Spain, Turkiye, UK, and USA. Before 2020
this question was asked using an in-person
and telephone methodology.
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Belief that technology alone will solve climate change remains highest across Africa and
the Middle East and Asia-Pacific; it is lowest in Western Europe and North America

New Technology Will Solve the Problem of Climate Change

“Strongly” and “Somewhat Agree,” by Market, 2021-2026
2021 m2023  W2026

Africa / Middle East Asia-Pacific
91 91 8383
807980 7979 78 758076 7976, 77 7,

7 7 747 75
3 0 2 68 68
NANA I .
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676667 g3
53 9565, 53525, 55 5957 0, 5658, 53,
. . 39 | 4344 I I I I ' ' | 41
NANA NA NAI I . . . NANA . .
2 A
\)\d a\(\ ?O\aﬂe‘ e(\a(\d S\Nede“ Spa\(\ \»‘a\\J \) e ma(\\J ©« a(\C ?e(\) N\e*\co C‘(\\\e ge(\‘\(\c \ o‘«(\b\ %(31\ Ca‘\ada
W
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Al seen as most positive for innovation, the economy, and education, while
it is perceived as most negative for misinformation, privacy, and jobs

Expected Future Impact of Al on Range of Social, Economic, and Environmental Area
Net Impact (positive minus negative), Average of 34 Markets, 2026

Innovation and scientific breakthroughs
Productivity and economic growth
Education and learning outcomes

Creativity and culture

Living standards of ordinary people

Fairness in decision making

Social and economic equality

Environmental problems and climate change
Psychological wellbeing

International security (e.g., conflicts and wars)
Energy consumption

Job opportunities and job security

Privacy of personal life and data 3]
Spread of misleading and false information .12 [}

24 T131. Overall, what impact do you think artificial intelligence (Al) will have on each of the following over the next five to ten years? Gslggg 7}4 %ﬁ% SUSTAINABILITY
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Belief that Companies
Communicate
Honestly about
Social/Environmental
Performance



Only half believe companies communicate honestly about their social and environmental
performance, with people in Europe most likely to disagree

Belief that Companies Communicate Honestly about Social/Environmental Performance
Average of 34 Markets and by Region, 2026

B Strongly agree M Somewhatagree ™ Somewhat disagree M Strongly disagree

Africa / Middle East

Asia-Pacific 21 43 7

North America

Latin America 10 28 24
Europe 8 27 21
T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Globe v/ ERM asiLiry Y
2 disagree. - Companies communicate honestly and truthfully about their social and environmental performance. Scana™ INSTITUTE VOLANS
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Perceptions of whether companies communicate honestly about their social and
environmental performance have now fallen for a second straight wave

Companies Communicate Honestly about Social/Environmental Performance
“Strongly” and “Somewhat Agree,” Average of 18 Markets,* 2003-2026
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T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly
disagree. -
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Companies communicate honestly and truthfully about their social and environmental performance.

*Includes Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, South Korea, Spain,
Turkiye, UK, and USA. Before 2020 this question
was asked using an in-person and telephone
methodology.
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People in most markets surveyed have become less likely to say that companies
communicate honestly about their social and environmental performance

Companies Communicate Honestly about Social/Environmental Performance

“Strongly” and "Somewhat Agree,” by Market, 2021-2026
2021 m2023 m2025 m2026

Africa / Middle East Asia-Pacific
878485 888884 87 864,86
81 82 82
777271 70737769 7675 7274776 20 66 7269 69 657470 7372
56
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T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Globe '4 3\ — y\
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Belief Companies
and Brands Are an
Essential Part of

the Solution



Almost eight in ten see companies and brands as an essential part
of the solution to global challenges

Companies Are Essential for Solving Challenges Facing Humanity
Average of 34 Markets and by Region, 2026

B Strongly agree M Somewhatagree ™ Somewhat disagree M Strongly disagree

Africa / Middle East

Latin America

Asia-Pacific 24 57 b

North America

Europe
T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Globe 14 % ERM asiLiry \‘;y\
30 disagree. - | believe that companies and their brands are an essential part of the solution for the challenges facing humanity today. cana N INSTITUTE £7 VOLANS
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Belief that companies are essential to solving global challenges has
dropped compared to 2023 at the global level

Companies Are Essential for Solving Challenges Facing Humanity
Average of 26 Markets,* 2020-2026

B Strongly agree M Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree M Strongly disagree

.
2023 H
2020 l

*Includes Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa,
Globe v/

South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Tirkiye, UK, USA, and Vietnam.
/- ERM
T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Scan A= % SUSTAINABILITY
disagree. - | believe that companies and their brands are an essential part of the solution for the challenges facing humanity today. ™
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Agreement that companies are essential to solving humanity's challenges has fallen
back from 2023 in almost every market, though most remain above 2020 levels

Companies Are Essential for Solving Challenges Facing Humanity
“Strongly” and “Somewhat Agree,” by Market, 2020-2026

Africa / Middle East Asia-Pacific m2020 m2023 2026
9186 ¢18686 879086 868985 83 85864 919089 gg9%g7 889285 438935 869035 87g3 gr87g3 7984
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disagree. - | believe that companies and their brands are an essential part of the solution for the challenges facing humanity today. a M et s
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Support for
Regulation of
Corporate
Responsibility



Nearly three-quarters want governments to require companies to go beyond
their economic role, led by people in Africa / Middle East

Support for Regulation of Corporate Responsibility
Average of 34 Markets and by Region, 2026

B Strongly agree B Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree B Strongly disagree
Africa/ Middle East 17

Latin America 21

p Asia-Pacific 30 48 19

N

T8. For each of the following statements, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly Globe v/ | & ERM oy | R
34 disagree. - Our government should create laws that require large companies to go beyond their traditional economic role and work Scana™ [\ iNsTITUTE AV VOLANS
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to make a better society, even though this could lead to higher prices and fewer jobs.



Support for regulating corporate responsibility holds steady at 72% in 2026 —
far above the 52% of the early 2000s, but below the 2023 peak of 77%

Support for Regulation of Corporate Responsibility
“Strongly” and “Somewhat Agree,” Average of 18 Markets* 2002-2026
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People in Asia-Pacific and Africa / Middle East remain the strongest backers of
regulating corporate responsibility, but support in other regions has also grown

Support for Regulating Corporate Responsibility
“Strongly” and "Somewhat Agree,” by Region,* 2002-2026
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Support for regulating corporate responsibility remains broad with support ranging
from a low of six in ten in Europe to almost nine in ten in India

Support for Regulating Corporate Responsibility
“Strongly” and "Somewhat Agree,” by Market, 2021-2026
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